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Pron: Commander, U. 5. Naval Aviation Bafety Center
To:  Commanding Officer, Pighter Squadron ™0 FOUR

Subj: VP-124 AAR ser 2-62 concerning PEU.2, Bulo 146975, and PEU.],
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¥ITS PARADRARS 70, OPAAVINST 790,60 5 APR 1367
FOURTH on FITRON 124 AAR ser 2-62 concerning F8U-1/F8U.2

27 February 1962 pilots
& LrJo

From: Commander Naval Alir Force, U, S, Pacific Fleet
Tot Commander, U, 8. Naval Aviation Safety Center

Subj: FITRON 126 AAR ser 2-62

1. Forwarded, mumomthmu
of the Adreraft Acc as modified by the first endorser.

a. The recommendation contained in paregraph 3 of the AAR will be
the subject of an NAVAIRPAC Safety Bulletin and an agenda item fom area
safety council meetings.

b. The recommendation in paragraph 4 of the basic correspondence
is concurred in. Standardisation of placement of the survival
imife on pilots equipment is considered a must in the interest of
reducing injuries sustained by pilots during ejection through snagging
of the kmife and in the interest of locating the knife or an amcceptable
shroud cutter so as to be accessabls at all times.

2, The following administrative errors are noted:

&, The reporting custodian did not state when the last aireraft
sccident prevention survey estabtlished by COMNAVAIRPACINST 3750.12 l
was held, '

b, The reporting custodian did not state whether COMMAVAIRPAC Report
Symbol 3750.1 would be submitted,

Reporting oustodian did not um whether any NATOPS Procedure
mvumumwm be promilgated,

3. For purposes of safety awards this accldent is administratively
charged to FITRON 124,




MAR 2 8 19¢

Pebruary 1962, Pilots wm

Prom: xmmnwm‘.ﬂ EEVENTH Naval

Io:  Sumanter, 0.5, oal ivistien Safety Cemter
Commander Naval Air Foree, U.5. Pacific Fleet

Sad j1 mmrmmuwaarmnm

mumuoﬂlﬂ-ﬂnu-adtn
mmummmummw

CHIEF OF STAFY




 ORIGMHAL
?ﬂﬂ“ﬁ 23 MAR 1962
B 5 FA R i

From: I-I-o-h-ur TVELVE

Tot Safety Center

Via .--
a—--nnn-. 8. Pacific Meet,

Subj: VP12 Adveraft Aceident Repert 2.62; forwarding of

1. concwrring with the comments and recammendations of the
Alreraft Board and the first sadorser.
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VP=1241 201 abf
Ser 2%
- 15 Mareh 1962

Pighter ONE TWO POUR (VP-124)
45, California
Center
s Carrier Alr Oroup TWELVE \

1. Porwarded, concurring with the comments and recommendations of the
MMM”HNM:

&, Comment b, lists limited experience as a contributing factor in this
but s to mention that other trainees of this replacement
safely st the same
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PART V - THE ACCIDENT

aly 1525 wniform on 27 Pebruary 1962, L1VG NG wa
AT took off from NAS Miramar as number 2 and 3 men of a led
four plane formation &rw. The flight leader was LT and
the number 4 man wes 1/AT The flight progressed in a normal manner
through "finger four", instrument parade, break-up and rendesvous and tactical
wing maneuvers, Dwr the course of the tactical wing practice, some swappine
of positions in the ght ocourred so that as the flight finally joined
in parade prior to the bre and mnmmm.
he ordar became LT (1), LTJo (2), 1%1‘ (4) and LAY
Aftor a bresk-up and two touch and go landings at MCAAS Yyma,
direoted Lpi.crisy to make a running rendesvous enroute to Miremar
- \P) {0 ¢ arboard wing in parade, and then
(D) (V) st the rendesvous point would
be on the radial of Kl Centro at 30 miles,

Aftor resshine the desigmted rendesvous point, LT A procceded to
purge his wing fuel tank, hoping the remaining fuel vapor would attract
attention and facilitate the rendegvous. He also noticed that the flight wps
cloaing a restricted sroa and again changed the rendesvous point to the 290
redial of Kl Centro ot 40 milce, Aftop ronching this point  he set up a
standard port orbit and aftoer sbout 80° of tum 1T Mdoiﬂd the flimt

3 hen moved over to the port After approximately 180
sighted the # man (1/17 at the 5 O'eloek

A passed under the formation, to the inside of the twrn, He
states that he was having somm difficulty keeping the flight in sight due to
the setting sun. He mancuvered back and forth across and behind the formation

ot time he sttempted to move across from left to right, he began to slide
o and was slightly behind the formation, He rolled into a steep
an offort to stop the lateral relstive motion, He inadvertantly
o) (c) g

rell to an inverted position and struck LTJG
°
felt his sdreraft pitoh nose down and attempted to move his
he slected to eoject and pulled the face curtain,

5
:
§58
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He switched to Emergency IFE and transmitted "MAYDAY" or guard,

Both pilots descended normally in their parachutes and landed in open
desert. country near Borrego Springs, California, They were picked up by
civilians and taken to Borrego Springs county airport, then flown to NAS Miramar
by Coast Guard UF, Both pilots were examined at the NAS Miramar dispensary

and found uninjured,

The two aireraft impacted in uncontrolled flight in four major sections
near the town of Borregp Springs. The entire wing of NJ-408, the fuselage
of NJ=4O8, the starboard wing of NJ-433, and the fuselage and port wing of
NJ=433 were the major subsections. Both canopies and both ejection seats
fell in the general area,

A secondary power linc was severed and a vineyard was damaged by the fuselage
of NJ-408. No other damage and no personal injury was incurred.
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PART VI - DAMAGE 10 THE AIRCRAPT

Both siroraft sustained Alfa damage as a result of the mid-air collision
and subsequent impact with the ground,

A, The inflight damage consisted o_h

(1) Complete separation of the entire wing from the fuselage of NJ-408,

The right wing tip was bent sharply for a distance of approximately
two feet, The wing was torn loose from the pivot lugs and the wing incidence

(2) The aft paﬂl.en of the top of the vertical fin of NJ-408 was broken
off. A portion of metal from the right wing of NJ=43] was found imbedded
high on the right side of the vertical fin of NJ-408, The dorsal fin was torn
Just forward of the vertical fin, and there were numerous fluorescent red
paint marks on the right side of NJ-LO8 above the UNT,

(J)Thor!.mwln;orw—b”mbmmut he tip approximately two
foot, mnmmhumudm-m body of the wing Jjust
outboard of the flap, approximately two feet from t mulm. The entire
MMIudl.ucdpdmphMbomto ™m away from the wing and was not
recovered,

B. The crash damage consisted ofr

(1) Massive impact and fire damage to the fuselagus of both aireraft from
aft of the cockpit to just aft of the wing pivot fitting bulkhead, The cock-
pits and tail sections were recognizable but severely crushed, Fire broke
out on impact and gutted the entire cenmter section of both aircraft, There
wes no evidence of an inflight fire in either aireraft,

(2) The seperated wing of NJ-408 and the starboard wing of NJ=433 sustained
little damage due to ground impact. No fire broke out in either wing.

The aircraft have been turned over to COMNABS Eleventh Naval District for
salvage.

: (1

IAL RANDLING REQUIRED IN ACOORDANCE WITH PARA 70, OPNAV INST 3750.4D
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The loestion of the thres known portions of the crash was verified by
alreraft the morning following the ascident, The
hen drove to the scane of the accident, The orash was
hree separste areas, however superficial investigation
reveal dlﬂamn-‘unmhuﬂ-u!. Impending
darkness curtailed & detailed examinstion until the following morning. Investi-
ion ge of NJ=i33*the following morning verified the fact that
ot was indeed missing, An serial search the same afternocon
ated the missing wing. The accident board arrived at the crash site the
next mormning and completed the preliminary investigation, The aireraft was

The fuselages of both aireraft were dostroyed by fire from the wing pivot
fitting rib forward to the aft bulkhead of the coockpit, (Emelr 6-7) The wing
of NJ though completely separated from the alreraft, was in relatively good
condition as were the two sections of the wing from NJ-433, No evidence of
inflight fire was discovered,

The wing tips rnd vertionl fine of both aireraft were painted with high
visibility red paint, The notional star insignias are located in the cone
ventional spots, i, o,, on both sides of the fusclage aft of the cockpit, the
lower surface of the starboard wing, and upper surface of the port wing,

Red paint marks were discovered on the starboard side of the vertical fin
and dorsal fin of NJ=4O8, (Enelt 8) BSevere inflight damage was detected on the
dorsal fin, (Enelr 9) A plece of metal, foreign to the rudder structure and
identifiod an wing structure, was discovered in the vertical fim of NJ-L08,

The rear tion of the top of the vertioal fin of NJ-4O8 sustained inflight
+ (Enelr 10) The red paint marks, the damage to the vertioal and doreal
fine and the plece of wing metal indionte that a collision betweon the wing of

]

The starboard tip of NJ=LOf was barmt up by a collision inflight.

‘This fact was verdifi by ground soars, The ground scar was caused by the wing

of NJ=4O8 striking the ground leading edge first with the starboard half making
initial contact, The resul ground sear s in the form of a narrow, straight

ourve tely two foot from the starboard end. (Enel: 11)
This the conclusion that the starboard wing tip was, in fact,
bent upWard prior to impsct with the ground, The starboard wing tip of NJ=4O@
had red white and blue paint marks on the ourled portion, These marks had
to come from the star insignia on the fuselnge of NJ-433. The paint marks and
ground collision marks indicate a collision between the fuselage (in the area
insignia) of NJ<433 and the wing tip of NJ-408,

virtually intsct and showed no evidenoe of % |
' 'r

axtensive to the wing tip and
mm This statement i
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I folt the soat
I spread my sems ond logs to
Ite cpening wos quite abrupt, '
Wos toly
burning.

I nd expocted,
L
chute
and

I dropped the survival pack 100 « 150 foot in the air. I noticed sovaral

cars and people patharing below me,.

roloasod from tho chute and triod to signel
ovorhead, Bovaral civilians wero at the wrockago

wos oireling

r

-

shoriff that tho
!mﬂhmumtm

Wo ware thore togother until LELS at which

had landed at

bedng cssuroed by o

After

of

time
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was to p to the alroraft and return to
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”
This hop was & routine Formel and 2 syllabus flight, and csch item was being
sovered on the brief oard up to the time of the aseldent,

300 B Qb TAGMN, The fid

when v from port to starboard, I was flying
mnﬂprdohthwthmmthohuu,mqImuudﬁmtntthmtl

some unusual gyrations shead and cutside of the turn to port. He (#4) then
dieapreared from field of vieion, droppdng aft and next recollection
have 49 that of being struck on my underside, 1 did not see the alreraft

The smsations I had ismediately after ot was that of the sdiroraft

and dropping sdth no apparent Jft, I

no response at all, The sroraft mever did
i

in
Imedintely after trying oontrols, § set.miymelfl up in erect ejeatd n
nl.ls the 3.. md afected, The ejection seqummoes
I dropped my seat pack approximately
. lmded without incident, 1
soeing my sireraft shortly after ejection, It looked as it may

I wnetrapped, packed wd in sbout 15-20 minutes,
u.r..‘:!:—-.u':nm&'t.':."&ué‘m R O 00

Ww lmded in & flat sttitude, for the fuselage,



starpent or ™is rrionr Leaom L7 QIO vsv, 10 CONCERNING
VP-124 AAR 2-62 POU-1/PEU-2 BUNO 145396-146975 OCCURRING ARY 1962
ana 1790 IEQNQ)
27 February 1962, The fNight
and mnd Formation 1 for LTJO :
The briefing card was foll in addition some time was

:
:

the standard tacan rendesvous and the desirability during
rendosvous of maintaining lateral separstion until resching sboam
80 that the closure rate would be positively under control, The studenis
fow questions mnd sounded eager and prepared for the flight, I
altered the flight line.up as published on the schedule in order uut.em
mmrmmnmmm where I could keep him under close

,' AMreraft were manned at aprroximately 1500 and we taxied for take off
| at 1515, Black 4 was delayed alightly vhile & low tire was inflated,
Individual take offs were made commencing at 1523, The flight joined up
promptly mnd as we departed the field and climbed out #3 and #4 were a bit
rougher than average, I exercised the flight by signalling wingman and section
cross unders all of which were executed satisfactorily. We practiced some
"Finger Four" parade formation and some "Instrumer de formation and the
fight performed satisfactorily. I had to promgpt on one occasion to
slightly into the proper parade position and also asked the sme of
during the instrument parade work, At 25,000 feet we practiced three
and rendesvous, The latter were fair with a few discrepancies;

W] his rendesvous to g to a very low angle off too esarly <

NOIGE

wherc as ad BOIC M were acute and had to @ to the outside wing to
the high closure rate, They did call "going to the outslide"”, and kept ecach
other informed as to their relstive position With the flight joined

we pr tactical wing as briefed, mnu my wing and

flew spproximately & mile behind my section. After several turns
during which time we headed generelly toward Yuma I advised #3 and #4 to swap




Black 3
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As I sav him
; 1 replied 270 inereasing to 300,
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-ﬁH 27,000 fuet, Black
and
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I continued my tum to
then to tighten it up,.

ximataly 1500 feet in my 2030-11 O'eloek
roger have you",
lou stdll down aboyt 15001,
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frequency but got mo reply.
advised they alee had my position
observe the parachute landings,
4 desomnded to detemine
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STATEMENT OF MAINTENANCE OFFICER REGARDING ACCIDENT OCCURRING 27 FEBRUARY 1962
INVOLVING POU-1 BUNO 145396 -

1, PUL BUNO 145396 ONE FOUR TWO
m:.m. n@u.w mnun

5 Junuary 1962, utmu.uuuumnmn.nomu
s total of 943.3 hours since acoeptance by the Navy,
2, Al instructions and directives had been complied with as

by maintenance records and airecraft logs.

hhlm 8 J=57<PiA, serial mmber PSOSL70 had 204.3 hours since over-
and » total of 650.8 since new, There were no pertinent uninstalled

ke Maintenance records indicate this airoraft was properly serviced and
pre-flighted,

5. A review of the past ten OPNAV forms 3760 (Rev 5-61) revealed no out
&gﬂuum.mqmmunmmmwu
» soccident,

Enclosure (21)
m"—-mnmm OPNAVINST 3750,60

—
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Q) Q |
pasds OF PILOT'S TLIONT EXPERIENCE
G - K =
Tradning Comand A Trpe Howrs  Qagrier lendings
Basio and Advanced Telk 348 0

T2l 120,8 6
For-OT Ble2 0
Pov-8B L9+0 6
Far-l el e
T07UL 36,7 12
Operational
Vasd26 IFTD Pop=iT 24 0
vral2l (Ru0) FOUal, =2 a8 0
Total Operational 3.6
Total A1l Types 35343
Total Jot Time 3540
Designated Novad Aviator October, 196




the 7o
ty with keeping the flight
He, therefore, began maneuvering back and

the formation to avoid the sun's glare and
« The last time he moved across from port to
and bahind the formation, In an attempt to
to rtently continued the roll
lost sight of all three
pulling the throttle to idle,
this inverted

- s d The
Naselage the starboard tip of%
starboard wing tip dug into the vertie of
along the vertical fin (Photo #2) before

slected to aject, AL the same time
& spinning motion and he attempted
i the flight leader traned
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4. OTHER BO€I0-PSYCHOLOGICAL FACTORS

& Number of days grounded lasi monih, give remson
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te this aceident sinoce becnuse of it
back and forth behind the Tarmmtion

‘o ~the o During the final transition

%o noted he wms siipping outeide and bejind the formetlon,
sttention poor Judgement entered the plotwre, o was
forpation's position and olosing on them to obtaln the

_ “To do this he raelled inte 60° of left tank and as
overcontrolling he imverted vhile petiing up en excessively

He lost sight of the forration beosuse of the Inverted

the exousssive closure rate and oversomtrolling eollided with
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evidense of premmture canopy jettison. The

was olean. Apparently the canopy did not Jettison
to extreme transverse C

roblem during the desoent. Tt
Yo P SR o

on the pasterior sectlon o
08 pew . He finally
geanadine {¢, This can
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parade, L

the 290°

area the

port orbit

flight, 1/LT BOK

he responded with "Roger, have you". 1/1T HIYGEMgpassed under the formation
to the inside of the turn and noted immediate difficulty with keeping the flight
in setting sun, He, therefore, began maneuvering back and

3

5
iig
i
g

starboard behind the formation to aveid the sun's glare and
The last time he moved across from port to

Mumumrmmmumrmum. In an attempt to
recover he went into a 60" bank to port, bw ently ocontinued the roll
to an inverted position st 300 knots. 1/LT lost sight of all three

st this time, He attempted recovery by ing the throttle to idle,
ipoed brakes and pulling the nose down this inverted
OICN, airplane collided with LTJG e e, The
AR 8 fuselage struck the starboard t por%
a's starboard wing tip dug into the vertiocal fin of
ped_along the vertical fin (Photo #2) before

of Doth adreraft establishes the fact that LAT
the moment of collision)

m.n hs sireraft pitch nose down and
slected to eject, At the same time
on and he sttempted

heard the flight leader transmit "Get out

some difficulty in pulling

|

3
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MEDICAL OPFICER'S RIPORT OF A/C ACCIDENT, INCIDINT, OR GROUND ACCIDENT—Page 1
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ADDENDUM to Page #5, Section H of MOR 2-62 of VF=124
Ttem MH=31 and He36

by several citisens of Borrego Springe, California,
ploked up Lmmediat aAfter he descended, He

\9) vehicle Lo a nearby civilian
pioked up by & Coast Ouard UF and returned to NAS MIRAMAR,
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HHM‘HIJSM at the time of
to the mecident other than passively ae
. He sjeoted wisely and the entire ojectlon,
or iomn,
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_ puotor, lot.1t, IQOIGH ¢ e nin
a8 he began to lose the mroper positlon he had
“Due to sole and dedicated intent to join the formation he
l1od his aireraft to an inverted position with an excessively
Tate And resuitant midair collision, Me)thereby viclated ®
“ prineinle in formation Mying. Redhtive motion on &
formetlon ' ostged st n safo distance folloved by slow and. eareful
~ movement into noaition,

2, Bun was & contributing faotor in that lst,Lt.
| wasprecipitated ks & result of attempts to avold it

k
g 3 b, EGHN experiencs as an POV pilot was minimel and mey heve
" - played & smal) part in his laek of judgement and faulty sttentlion,

.

be The gin piston hangs down to the level of the 1lct's head on
N = roum-i ejvetion and constitutes s hesard to the pilot's
and also in that it may become entangled in the shroud lines.

1, The mw slov and deliberste movement in and sbout
. m with regards to closing. x
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